rebirth of Poland as a state after the War of 1914-18.
This essential unity enabled the Poles, though not a
war-loving people, three times within little more than
a century to hurl back the militant Teutonic Knights,
to draw Lithuania of its own desire into the Polish
state, to retain the Polish Ukraine for centuries against
the assaults of Muscovy, the Tartars and the Turks,
and so to stand through out the Middle Ages as
Europe's bulwark against the invasions of eastern
hordes; and finally to repeat or fulfil this historic
misson in 1920 by turning back the invasion of the
Bolsheviks, and thus assuredly saving not only Poland
but also Germany and Czechoslovakia, and who knows
how much else of Europe, from communism.

No small element in this unity was Poland's essen-
tial democracy, the theory of equality among all the
gentry, a class embracing a proportion of the population
probably paralleled in no other country, whereby
the most simple 'landowner', even though actually
possessed of no land, with his sword hung from a rope
about his waist, was considered equal, in the national
election and in local and national parliaments and in
his own estimation, to the magnate in silver armour
with a vast retinue of followers.

Another permanent component in the history of
Poland is its prevailing tolerance, so well illustrated in
the earlier story of the Reformation, and finding
expression in many phases of life.

Unity of religion is another thread running through
the years and making for the survival of Poles as
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